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Last month my column focused on the imminent threat to our profession posed by o N
affiliated business arrangements, specifically survey procurement firms owned by v =
Lenders, Title Companies and Realtors. In that column | mentioned potential
RESPA violations in these arrangements, and since that time have fielded questions
about RESPA in general. My column this month should serve only as a brief
overview of RESPA, as | am not qualified as an expert in this complex area. In
addition, | would like to note that on May 8" of this year the U.S. House of
Representatives passed the Mortgage Reform and Anti-Predatory Lending Act, HR i
1728. This bill includes an amendment calling on HUD to withdraw the RESPA final (.2

rule. It is their stated intention to work with HUD to create stronger rules to protect Tim(_)thy Feller
the consumer. So, although | am attempting to give you a very brief overview of President

RESPA, | can also say, it appears things are going to change in the coming year.

RESPA - Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act -is a federal statute enacted by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development in 1974 that governs the real estate settlement process. There have
been many additions and revisions to RESPA since its inception, and HUD is now trying to come up with
its final rules. The RESPA statute covers residential mortgage loans (up to four family residential
properties), but not commercial loans. The goal of the rule is to outline the settlement process and ensure
that borrowers are fully informed about all closing costs, escrow practices, and business relationships
between closing service providers and others involved in the transaction. It is their intent to eliminate
illegal activity such as kickbacks and referral fees among settlement service providers.

Section 8 of RESPA specifically relates to settlement service businesses such as Land Surveying.
Section 8 expressly prohibits a person from giving or accepting anything of value for referrals of
settlement services. It also prohibits a person from giving or accepting any part of a charge for services
that are not performed. These would be considered kickbacks, unearned fees or fee- splitting
arrangements. Criminal and civil penalties for violating Section 8 could be as much as $10,000 and up to
one year in jail.

In my opinion, | believe a surveyor may be in violation RESPA Section 8 regulations if they knowingly
provide a survey for less than market value to a company that is going to mark that survey up to the
consumer in order to provide revenue to the ordering entity T the Title Company, Lender or Realtor. It
would also be a violation to enter into an agreement with one of these entities offering to form an affiliated
business, increase our fees to the consumer and split the profits from the inflated fee structure within the
affiliated business with the other entities. The consumer is gaining nothing from the increased fees and
we are providing no additional services.

This is only my opinion.

I am asking all of you to get involved, educate yourself on what is happening in the Title Settlement
Services Industry (which includes us), and voice your opinion not only to our own governing board, but to
your local Senators and Congressmen, who may hold the key to protecting the integrity of our Industry,
and as such our livelihood.

Timothy Feller, P.S.
Chapter President

www.PLSO.com
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Hosted by:

w27 36" Annual
L9475 WILLIAM J. HAAS
%77 MEMORIAL GOLF

N TOURNAMENT Cleveland
"t Chapter of PLSO
Friday June 26, 2009 27 HOLES OF GOLF & CART
PLEASANT HILL GOLF COURSE LUNCH & REFRESHMENTS, STEAK DINNER,
13461 AQUILLA ROAD HOLE PRIZES i DOOR PRIZES
CHARDON, OHIO TROPHIES

RESERVATION FORM
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY.
TEE TIMES FOR RESERVATIONS RECEIVED

AFTER JUNE 19, ZQOQoCANNOT BE
GUARANTEED.

(tickets will be mailed to you) Golf & Dinner No.__ x $70.00 =
Name: .
Dinner Only  No.__ x $35.00 =

Additional Donation =

Address:

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED =

Make Checks payable to: Cleveland Chapter of PLSO
Phone No.: Mail to: Tom Snezek
Email: 3496 Colletta Lane

Cleveland, OH 44111

Home: (216) 671-4902
Work: (216) 348-3846
Fax: (216) 941-2431

dadsurv@hotmail.com

FOURSOME NAMES

Work: (216) 228-6077

Attach a separate list of additional foursomes. Fax: (216) 228-6078
Preferred Tee Time - ~ Home: (440) 734-3624
(Between 8:00 a.m. & Noon) : Rick Ziegman, Golf Co-Chairman

www.PLSO.com
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Schedule
Thursday June 4th 5:30 Socializing

n : President g

« PJ Mclintyre's Irish Pul@7: 05 Melinda Gi !
n 17119 Lorain Road Cleveland " 7:25 More socializing

- 2169419311 n

. wm Menu

n : .
. * Located near SE corner of Lorain Ave and Er']lz[rec?grhl(l)elgeéh cken Breast
Two Gri i sts -

n  Rocky River Drive. Parking in the back. ™

Mo — - — - - — - — = - — - - - - — - - — — — — — J% Sautéed with a Mushroom

Marsala Sauce and served with

Click Heref or a full map pGagiccMash@s ahd'Seasdnal Yegetables

R 2.Guinness Beef Stew - Beef and veggies slow
Weove all had our i lchokef ih bréttPad QuiReds N 9
education for a while, so come out for a 3. Rigatoni- fresh pasta in hearty Italian meat sauce

P

night of good ol 6 soci a
telling. Share your summer outlook with
other surveyors for a reasonably priced
dinner. Price $20

and served with savory rolls.

PLSO6s new executiyv e_._d_i._r._e_c_t._o_r._._IVLe_I._i._n_d_a_ ..............

Gilpin will attend and share her website RSVP by Monday June 1st
upgrade ideas and plans to move PLSO .Contact Program Trustee:

forward. 'Erlc Short 440-366-9618 shorte@windstream.net |

Eric Short
Program Trustee

i i.n and staor
Includes: c%ome gf House Salad or Caegar salad,

Jake's Stakes [AMISHMADE |

SURVEYING and CONSTRUCTION STAKES

High quality, light colored, HARDWOOD and smooth |
MARKER STAKES Bundieofso ® ™ % ® =  m m w w Pt ia—— (E-cminic |
180 x 1 5/806 x =/N®ERDERTOO:= ,

240 x 1 5/80 x -/S;M&LLorTOO" |

300 x 1 5/80 x =/ 20FAR ¢m

3660 x 1 1/206 x = /L/iRGBE INVENFQRY

4 8 0 X 1 1/ 2 0 X maERERERRSR ‘NEWLONDONEASTERN

480 X 71 80 X

SQUARE HUBS Bundleof 25 ORDERS FILLED |

120 x 20 20 D)

180 x 20 x 20

220 x 20 X 20 RAPIDLY! !
WEDGES HUBS  Bundle of 50 -

2 2 18UB MARKER  $0.13 ea/Bundle of 100 "2
120 $0.15  eFREE DELIVERY G -
METAL REBAR RODS ARGE ORDERS

300 X 20pefbndie Call for $ IF WE DON'T HAVE IT - WE MAKE IT!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE : CALL Dwight at Spencer Fee@30321a$96
* WE DELIVER ANYWHERE * WE DELIVER ANYWHERE * WE DELIVER AN

dr es

Y WHER

www.PLSO.com
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fewin Lorain County. Thisl0-page publicat:i
profession.

Robert Hoy
Communication of weeks.
Trustee

Have an idea how the Cleveland Chapter could promote professional land surveying? Contact the
executive committee, our phone numbers and email addresses are on Page 2. Even better, come talk to

us at the June 4th dinnernight-out at PJ Mclntyreds | ri

The 2009 issue 1a of the Cleveland Land Surveyor has been mailed to 20
building departments of the larger cities mainly in Cuyahoga County and also a

This issue included an introduction to PLSO written by Past President Peter D.
Zwick, an article describing differences between mortgage location surveys and
boundary surveys by President-Elect Mike Straub, the golf outing registration form,
and informative portions from previous Cleveland Surveying News issues.

About 25 copies of issue 1b will be sent to more building departments in a couple

. . 6
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onds main

sh Pub!

ﬂ Executive Meeting Highlights

Executive Committee Meeting highlights i May 18, 2009 Parma City Hall.
In attendance: Jack Hoy and all officers except Peter Zwick and George Hofmann.

Communication: Bob Hoy reported the first issue of the Cleveland Land Surveyor has
been sent out. Bob submitted a request for reimbursement of the newsletter supplies.

Education: The scholarship application form, deadline and selection process were
discussed.

Program: Mark Yeager donated his honorarium from the May CPD meeting to the
scholarship fund. Executive Director Melinda Gilpin will be extended a special invitation
to attend the June 4th meeting.

The Executive Director will be in town to help visit conference locations.

Condolences and donation will be made to George Hofmann and family for the loss of their son.

Michael Ackerman
Secretary

www.PLSO.com
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